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R & Aphrodste
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An evil blossom was born
Of sea-foam and the frothing of blood
Blood-red and bitter wof frast
And the seed of 1t langhier and tears
And the leaves of 1t madness and scorn
A bister flower from the blood
Sprang of the sea withont root
Sprang withont graft from the years.
The weft of the world was untorn
That 15 woven on the day on might
The har of the hours was not whte
Nor the raiment of tsme overworn
When a wonder, a world’s delyght
A perilous goddess was born;
And the waves of the sea as she cane
Clove, and the foam at her feet
Fawning , rejosced 1o bring forth
A fleshy blossom , a flame
Filling the heavens with bheat
To the cold whise ends of the north

++ ++ +-+
What hadst thou to do being born,
Mother , when winds were at ease,
As a flower of the springtime of corn
A flower of the foam of the seas ?
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For bitter thou wast from thy birsh
Aphrodste , a mother of strife,

For before thee some rest was on earth
A little respite from tears.

Earth had no thorn, and desire

No sting , nesther death any dart
What hadst to do amongst these
Thox, clothed with a burmng fire,
Thon, girt with sorrow of heart,
Thou, sprang of the seed of the seas
As an ear from a seed of corn

As a brand plucked forth of a pyre,
As a ray shed forth of the morn
For dwision of soul and disease

For a dart and a sting and a thorn 2
What asled thee then to be born ?

+ .+ + Byt thee
Who shall discern and declare

In the utsermost ends of the seas

The Iyght of thine eyelids and barr,
The lyght of thy bosom as fire
Between the wheel of the sun

And the flying flames of the air 2
Wit thou turn thee not_yet nor have pi#y
But abide with despair and desire.
And the orying of armaes undone
Lamentation of ome with another
And breakang of esty wit< aaty
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The dwiding of friend agamst friend
The seversng of brother and brother
Wilt thon utterly bring to an end
Have mercy, mother
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In the uttermost ends of the sea
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The lights of thy bosom as fire
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And the flymg flames of the asr?
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Wit thou turn thee not yet nor have pity
But abide with desparr and desire
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